
Appendix: Search Strategies for Medline, Embase, Int Pharm Abstracts, Central and 

PsycINFO (15/03/2010) [posted as supplied by author] 

1. randomized controlled trial or controlled clinical trial or randomized controlled trials or randomized 

controlled trials or random allocation or double-blind method or single-blind method or clinical trial or 

clinical trials or placebos or placebo$ or random$ or research design or comparative study or evaluation 

studies or follow-up studies or prospective studies or cross-over studies or control$ or prospective$ or 

volunteer$ 

2. animal/ not human/ 

3. 1 not 2 

4. Radicul$ or Sciatic$ 

5. 3 and 4 

6. acetaminophen or paracetamol  

7. non-steroidal or nonsteroidal or anti-inflammatory or acetylsalicyl$ or carbasalaatcalcium or aspirin or 

diflunisal or aceclofenac or alclofenac or diclofenac or indometacin or sulindac or meloxicam or 

piroxicam or dexibuprofen or dexketoprofen or fenoprofen or flurbiprofen or ibuprofen or ketoprofen or 

naproxen or tiapro$ or metamizol or phenylbutazone or phenazone or propyphenazone or celecoxib or 

etoricoxib or nabumeton or parecoxib 

8. muscle relaxant$ or benzodiazepine$ or Afloqualon$ or Baclofen$ or Bendazol$ or Carisoprodol$ or 

Chlormezanon or Chlorphenesin$ or Chlorzoxazon$ or Cyclobenzaprin$ or Dantrolen$ or Diazepa$ 

Medazepa$ $ Mephenesin or Meprobamat$ or Methocarbamol$ or Orphenadrin$ or Quinin$ or 

Tetrazepa$ or Tizanidin$ or Tolperison$ or Zoxazolamin$ 

9. narcotic$ or opioid$ or morphine or acetyldihydrocodeine or alfentanil or allylprodine or 

alphamethylfentanyl or alphaprodine or benzylmorphine or betaprodine or bezitriamide or buprenorphine 

or butorphanol or bremazocine or carfentan$ or codeine or contin or dextromoramide or 

dextropropoxyphene or dezocine or diacetylmorphine or diamorphine or dihydrocodeine or 

dihydromorphine or dihydromorphone or diphenoxylate or dipipanone or enadoline or ethylketazocine or 

ethylmorphine or etonitazene or etorphine or fentanyl or heroin or hydrocodone or hydromorphin$ or 

hydromorphone or ketazocine or ketobemidone or lefetamine or levomethadon or levomethadyl or 

levomethorphan$ or levorphanol or loperamide or meperidine or meptazinol or methadone or methadyl 

or methylmorphine or morphin$ or nalbuphine or narcotic$ or nicocodeine or nicomorphine or 

normorphine or noscapin$ or ohmefentanyl or opiate$ or opioid$ or opium or oripavine or oxycodone or 

oxycontin or oxymorphone or papaveretum or papaverin or pentazocine or percocet or peronine or 

pethidine or phenazocine or phencyclidine or pholcodine or piritramid$ or prodine or promedol or 

propoxyphene or remifentanil or sufentanil or tapentadol or thebaine or tilidine or tramadol or ultracet 

10. (systemic adj5 corticosteroid$) or Glucocorticoids or Adrenal Cortex Hormones or Steroids or 

glucocortic$ or adrenal Cortex Horm$ or prednisone$ or prednisol$ or cortisone$ or hydrocort$ or 

methylprednis$ or triamcinol$ or dexamethas$ or betamethas$ or beclomethas$ or paramethas$ or 

dexametas$ or betametas$ or beclometas$ or parametas$ 

11. antidepressant or amesergide or amineptine or amitriptyline or amoxapine or benactyzine or brofaromine 

or bupropion or butriptyline or cianopramine or citalopram or clomipramine or clorgyline or clovoxamine 

or demexiptiline or desipramine or dibenzepin or dimetacrine tartrate or dosulepin or dothiepin or 

doxepin or etoperidone or femoxetine or fezolamine fumarate or fluoxetine or flupenthixol or 

fluphenazine or fluvoxamine maleate or ifoxetine or imipramine or iprindole or iproniazid phosphate or 

isocarboxazid or levoprotiline or lofepramine or l-tryptophan or maprotiline or medifoxamide or 



melitracen or metapramine fumarate or mianserin or milnacipran or minaprine or mirtazepine or 

moclobemide or nefazodone or nialamide or nomifensine maleate or nortriptyline or opipramol or 

oxaflozane or oxaprotiline or oxitriptan or paroxetine or phenelzine sulphate or pirlindole or propizepine 

or protriptyline or quinupramine or reboxetine or rolipram or rubidium chloride or sertraline or setiptiline 

or sibutramine or sulpiride or teniloxazine or tianeptine sodium or tofenacin or toloxatone or 

tranylcypromine sulphate or trazodone or trimipramine or tryptophan or venlafaxine or viloxazine or 

viqualine or zimeldine 

12. benzodiazepine$ or adinazolam or alprazolam or anthramycin or bentazepam or bromazepam or 

chlordiazepoxide or cinolazepam or clobazam or clonazepam or "clorazepam clorazepate" or clotiazepam 

or cloxazolam or cyprazepam or diazepam or doxefazepam or estazolam or etizolam or flunitrazepam or 

flurazepam or flutazoram or fosazepam or girisopam or halazepam or haloxazepam or ketazolam or 

loprazolam or lorazepam or lormetazepam or meclonazepam or medazepam or metaclazepam or 

mexazolam or midazolam or midazepam or nerisopam or nitrazepam or nordazepam or oxazepam or 

oxazolam or pinasepam or prazepam or temazepam or tetrazepam or tofisopam or triazolam or 

triflubazam 

13. antiepilep or anticonvulsant or phenytoin or hydantoins or carbamazepine or valproate or Phenobarbital 

or lamotrigine or gabapentin or vigabatrin or topiramat or tiagabin or zonisamid or pregabalin 

14. 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 

15. 5 and 14 

Search Strategies: Cinahl (15/03/2010) 

 
1. randomized controlled trial or controlled clinical trial or randomized controlled trials or randomized 

controlled trials or random allocation or double-blind method or single-blind method or clinical trial or 

clinical trials or placebos or placebo$ or random$ or research design or comparative study or 

evaluation studies or follow-up studies or prospective studies or cross-over studies or control$ or 

prospectiv$ or volunteer$ or ("volunteer$") or (MH "Clinical Trials+") or (MH "Cochrane Library") or 

(MH "Random Assignment") or (MH "Random Sample+") or (MH "Double-Blind Studies") or (MH 

"Single-Blind Studies") or (MH "Triple-Blind Studies") or (MH "Placebos") or (MH "Placebo Effect") 

or (MH "Comparative Studies") or (MH "Evaluation Research+") or (MH "Concurrent Prospective 

Studies") or (MH "Prospective Studies+") or (MH "Crossover Design") 

2. (MH "Animals+") not (MH "Human")  

3. 1 not 2 

4. Radicul$ or Sciatic$ 

5. 3 and 4 

6. acetaminophen or paracetamol  

7. non-steroidal or nonsteroidal or anti-inflammatory or acetylsalicyl$ or carbasalaatcalcium or aspirin or 

diflunisal or aceclofenac or alclofenac or diclofenac or indometacin or sulindac or meloxicam or 

piroxicam or dexibuprofen or dexketoprofen or fenoprofen or flurbiprofen or ibuprofen or ketoprofen 

or naproxen or tiapro$ or metamizol or phenylbutazone or phenazone or propyphenazone or celecoxib 

or etoricoxib or nabumeton or parecoxib 

8. muscle relaxant$ or benzodiazepine$ or Afloqualon$ or Baclofen$ or Bendazol$ or Carisoprodol$ or 

Chlormezanon or Chlorphenesin$ or Chlorzoxazon$ or Cyclobenzaprin$ or Dantrolen$ or Diazepa$ 



Medazepa$ $ Mephenesin or Meprobamat$ or Methocarbamol$ or Orphenadrin$ or Quinin$ or 

Tetrazepa$ or Tizanidin$ or Tolperison$ or Zoxazolamin$ 

9. narcotic$ or opioid$ or morphine or acetyldihydrocodeine or alfentanil or allylprodine or 

alphamethylfentanyl or alphaprodine or benzylmorphine or betaprodine or bezitriamide or 

buprenorphine or butorphanol or bremazocine or carfentan$ or codeine or contin or dextromoramide or 

dextropropoxyphene or dezocine or diacetylmorphine or diamorphine or dihydrocodeine or 

dihydromorphine or dihydromorphone or diphenoxylate or dipipanone or enadoline or ethylketazocine 

or ethylmorphine or etonitazene or etorphine or fentanyl or heroin or hydrocodone or hydromorphin$ 

or hydromorphone or ketazocine or ketobemidone or lefetamine or levomethadon or levomethadyl or 

levomethorphan$ or levorphanol or loperamide or meperidine or meptazinol or methadone or methadyl 

or methylmorphine or morphin$ or nalbuphine or narcotic$ or nicocodeine or nicomorphine or 

normorphine or noscapin$ or ohmefentanyl or opiate$ or opioid$ or opium or oripavine or oxycodone 

or oxycontin or oxymorphone or papaveretum or papaverin or pentazocine or percocet or peronine or 

pethidine or phenazocine or phencyclidine or pholcodine or piritramid$ or prodine or promedol or 

propoxyphene or remifentanil or sufentanil or tapentadol or thebaine or tilidine or tramadol or ultracet 

10. (systemic adj5 corticosteroid$) or Glucocorticoids or Adrenal Cortex Hormones or Steroids or 

glucocortic$ or adrenal Cortex Horm$ or prednisone$ or prednisol$ or cortisone$ or hydrocort$ or 

methylprednis$ or triamcinol$ or dexamethas$ or betamethas$ or beclomethas$ or paramethas$ or 

dexametas$ or betametas$ or beclometas$ or parametas$ 

11. antidepressant or amesergide or amineptine or amitriptyline or amoxapine or benactyzine or 

brofaromine or bupropion or butriptyline or cianopramine or citalopram or clomipramine or clorgyline 

or clovoxamine or demexiptiline or desipramine or dibenzepin or dimetacrine tartrate or dosulepin or 

dothiepin or doxepin or etoperidone or femoxetine or fezolamine fumarate or fluoxetine or flupenthixol 

or fluphenazine or fluvoxamine maleate or ifoxetine or imipramine or iprindole or iproniazid phosphate 

or isocarboxazid or levoprotiline or lofepramine or l-tryptophan or maprotiline or medifoxamide or 

melitracen or metapramine fumarate or mianserin or milnacipran or minaprine or mirtazepine or 

moclobemide or nefazodone or nialamide or nomifensine maleate or nortriptyline or opipramol or 

oxaflozane or oxaprotiline or oxitriptan or paroxetine or phenelzine sulphate or pirlindole or 

propizepine or protriptyline or quinupramine or reboxetine or rolipram or rubidium chloride or 

sertraline or setiptiline or sibutramine or sulpiride or teniloxazine or tianeptine sodium or tofenacin or 

toloxatone or tranylcypromine sulphate or trazodone or trimipramine or tryptophan or venlafaxine or 

viloxazine or viqualine or zimeldine 

12. benzodiazepine$ or adinazolam or alprazolam or anthramycin or bentazepam or bromazepam or 

chlordiazepoxide or cinolazepam or clobazam or clonazepam or clorazepam or clorazepate or 

clotiazepam or cloxazolam or cyprazepam or diazepam or doxefazepam or estazolam or etizolam or 

flunitrazepam or flurazepam or flutazoram or fosazepam or girisopam or halazepam or haloxazepam or 

ketazolam or loprazolam or lorazepam or lormetazepam or meclonazepam or medazepam or 

metaclazepam or mexazolam or midazolam or midazepam or nerisopam or nitrazepam or nordazepam 

or oxazepam or oxazolam or pinasepam or prazepam or temazepam or tetrazepam or tofisopam or 

triazolam or triflubazam 

13. antiepilep or anticonvulsant or phenytoin or hydantoins or carbamazepine or valproate or Phenobarbital 

or lamotrigine or gabapentin or vigabatrin or topiramat or tiagabin or zonisamid or pregabalin 

14. S6 or S7 or S8 or S9 or S10 or S11 or S12 or S13   

15. S5 and S14 

Search Strategies: Lilacs (15/03/2010) 



"LUMBOCIATALGIA" OR "LUMBOCIATALGIAS" OR "LUMBOCIATIALGIA" OR "LUMBOCIATIC" 
OR "LUMBOCIATICA" OR "LUMBOCIATICAS" OR "LUMBOCIATICO" OR "LUMBOCIATICOS" OR 
"LUMBOCITALGIA" OR "LUMBOISCHIALGIA" OR "LUMBOSACRALGIA" OR 
"LUMBOSCIATALGIA" OR "LUMBOSCIATIC" OR "LUMBOSCIATICA" OR "RADICULONEURITE" 
OR "RADICULOPATHIES" OR "RADICULOPATHY" OR "RADICULOPATIA" OR 
"RADICULOPATIA/" OR "RADICULOPATIAS" OR "RADICULOPHATIES" OR "RADICULOPTHIES" 
OR "RADICULITE/" OR "RADICULITIS" OR "RADICULITITS" OR "SCIATIC" OR "SCIATICA" OR 
"SCIATICAS" OR "SCIATICPAIN" [Words] 

 


